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F agency phms to overthrow a pevernment naxt,
But, in a broader sense, Matchelli porirays a supersecret
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vogovernment offices and, for that matter, businesses,

For all its Intrigue, ihe €lAlike agency that appeass In {he

. j‘d"efs of Marchettl's bonk Is riddled with burcaversey and Inter-

3, nal dissension; hamstraug by politics and, by and Jerze, run by
palot of p’u.,o.MU ambitions persons who happen to have partic-

ularly low thresholds whon it comes 1o secrecy and paranoia,
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> i ; . e : imé!vac;hmf{r;u and tcwv 2 iz city daily newspagper. Fxcept that
. . . in A Ry C’ h wren't (rylag to overthrosy fcxewn gmumnents.
Sp‘y‘] &} 21 O:«} i ‘) ?1@"3 = or f:«.@(/xlto . That doesn’t mean that Marchelii's ook is a plodding study

,-“;' T gt iof ineptness and red lzpe or that it lacks the usual roster of
o I‘Q‘ ‘V(,}L OE ( Lf i’l Lb,}, rears devious agents and double agents. There is plenty of evﬂ,bsus-

w . banse and good old-fashioned spy nov eI duphmty to satisfy the

NP . en ‘most ardent James Bond fan,
THL ROPE- D/\I\CH b// V!C'COI_‘ Mrchetti (Grossett & Qanlap, It’s not the first time that an ?utho’ has told us that secret

;’:' $6 95). .

: wvious, amoral dlld oflen stupid governments, B
- i
< paul Franklin is the h ro of a book called “The ROD“ Dan Know that in a lot of ways, lhlc)a 1nfﬁr Wi orkmo: of} iLtmlli c;ux;ft(;:rtno

- cer,” He is a husband, father and rising young career officer in gus and ¢l
an American fntelligence agency. : ‘ o g andestine operations aren’t too chtfexem than }o*u-
: Heisalsoa Sovict spy. ) | T7 It makes
Victor Marchetti is the author of “The Rope Dancer,” Heisa -—WILItI]Z :}hg}é;;]“} ‘;‘r seemn a bit more human.
“husband, father and, until two years ago, was & rising young e ’w MIDT, Free Press Slﬂ[{__];-ut:’.cf;a
- career officer in an American-intelligence agency. More specili- TUOTTT T e e
- cally, the Centzal Intelligence Agency (CIA). | - .
" ACCORDING to the press information that came along with ’ : SR
“the book, Marchetti got out of the CIA for just about the same .
<reasons that Paul Franklin finally decided to become a Soviet

b

CEpY. o . ) S -
~  He was driven into something else beeaunse, Marchetfi says, |
Jhe felt *the agency had outgrown itself. The clandestine atti- |
*tude, the amorality of it all the cold war mentality -~ these . - . .
h Ty =24 things made me feel the .
' ( . ; "1 agency was really out of step - .
: with the times,” B
So Marchetti became an au- .
thor, .
. And Frauklin, cut’ by Mar- . . }
- chetti out of the same mold he | %
‘ says characterizes many of | ’
the agency’s personnel, goes a . S

different route. e decides he
will spy for the Soviets in re-
“turn. for money. And when he ~
gets enough, Franklin will quit
the agency and the Soviets,
“and go off with his family to
live as his own man.

It is a simple, and-perhaps
naive, beginning of a plot that
_fmally scores lugx points not |
b eeeeedonly In suspense and intrigue,
Jbut — because of Marchetii’s real life models — allows the .
‘reader a chance to spy himself on ithe men and bureaucracy at -
.the very core of America’s most my-:tenous, Cldl)de‘:tlll” mtel :
Jdigence organization, !
_’ Marchetti makes little effort to disguise moot of his sub;ect
matter. Much of the book is a thinly vexled view of the futernal
struggles over Vietnam and Russian strategic advances ag Mar-
ichetti saw them within the CIA, the Pentagon and Wlntb House
;uudor Prcsxds\nt Johnzoi. . e i

7 0 3
i

e s

7 Approved For Release 2004/11/01 : CIA-RDP88-’01350R000200400036-1

e T
i - : ﬁ; ']HF 11‘\’5[611!.: that Mmchﬂm pr ovlch.s mm lhn (IA do not -
. ; i give the dirty details of secret plots, or explain where ths

spy agency that is not teo different from a lof of less vaunted -

B - S — ; ‘That dascription epuld it & dovintown brokerage firm, a subur- -

agenls and intelligence organizations are the products of do-




